Learning English through Poems and Songs


Poems Making Use
of Different Grammatical Patterns

The poems in this unit can reinforce simple grammatical structures and are particularly suitable for students less confident of their English. Teachers can choose any pattern which seems to fit the needs of their students.
	Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students:

You might like to use the handout “Grammar Challenge: Grammar Terms” in the Supplementary Materials Section (page T73) with students who need revision of grammar terms before they attempt the learning activities in this unit.



Learning Activity 1 (40 minutes)
Reading and Writing 
1. (a)  Suggested answers:
	Waiting and getting on the MTR
	What happens while on board 
	Getting off the MTR
	Catching the MTR on the opposite platform

	· waiting
· pushing

· rushing

· boarding
	· scrambling
· squeezing
· sitting
· standing

· reading
· talking
· sleeping
· phoning
	· leaving
· alighting
	· hurrying
· walking
· running
· mounting

· climbing


	Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students:

Consider providing a simpler poem which focuses just on the stages of (1) waiting and getting on the MTR and (2) what happens while on board, i.e.
Waiting

Pushing

Rushing

Boarding

Scrambling

Squeezing

Sitting

Standing

Reading

Talking

Sleeping

Phoning

Octopussing

MTRing



	It might be useful to pre-teach words such as “boarding”, “scrambling” and “squeezing”, and get students to discuss what “octopussing” and “MTRing” might mean. Once this is done, they should be able to put the gerunds under the appropriate stages and see that the words in the poem are not put randomly but based on a logical framework. They should also be able to offer their own views as to why words like “octopussing” and “MTRing” are used.




(b) Students are free to express their views as to whether they like the words. However, the words are obviously the poet’s invention, which makes it clear that it is a Hong Kong poem.
2. Where necessary, teachers might like to provide students with some vocabulary to help them to write, e.g. chatting, listening, playing, writing, drawing, helping, complaining, explaining.
An alternative way to conduct the activity is to turn it into a chain writing activity for individual groups or the whole class, with each student writing one line of the poem until they run out of ideas. This might help them to revise the use of more gerunds within a relatively short time.
3. To enable students to write their gerund poems more effectively, they should be reminded about the structure of the MTR poem and encouraged to plan their own writing carefully rather than provide a casual list of gerunds.
Learning Activity 2 (10 minutes)
Reading 
Adjective poems similar to the one introduced in this activity could be used to extend the vocabulary of more adept learners.
Suggested answers:
1. Adjectives.
2. Cats/Kittens.
3. Any words that can be used to describe cats or kittens, e.g. active, agile, clever, energetic, smart, unpredictable.
Learning Activity 3 (10 minutes)
Reading
Suggested answers:

The last word of the poem is red.

1. Nouns.
2. “My Favourite Colour” or any possible answers.
3. Students’ own answers. Some possible answers are fire, fire-crackers, fire-engines, flag of China, blood, Mars, beet/tomato juice, cherries, apples, roses, ruby, etc.
Learning Activity 4 (30 minutes)
Reading and Writing
Suggested answers:

	1. 
	(a)
	Mother, grandmother or any possible answers.

	
	(b)
	Students’ own answers, e.g. “My Mother”.

	
	(c)
	Students’ own answers. Some possible answers are “Calm/Serene face”, “Soft voice”, etc.


2. Where necessary, teachers might like to go through more noun phrases for describing people’s appearance, personality, interests or skills with students before they write the poem. 
Learning Activity 5 (30 minutes)
Reading and Writing
Besides writing with relative clauses (as in the first poem) and conditional clauses (as in the second poem), teachers could flexibly adapt this learning activity and ask students to write poems using any grammatical structures that need reinforcing.
Learning Activity 6 (40 minutes)
Reading and Writing
The activity aims to provide an interesting way to reinforce students’ understanding of the basic English sentence structure (subject + verb + predicate) and use of adjectives. Teachers might like to adapt it by asking students to write poems using another grammatical pattern, depending on their needs, interests and abilities.
Suggested answers:

1. Seven. They are “cold”, “soft”, “milky”, “sweet”, “delicious”, “wonderful” and “irresistible”.
	2. 
	Line 1:
	noun 
	+
	verb-to-be
	+
	adjective 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(“Ice-cream”)
	
	(“is”)
	
	(“cold”)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Line 2:
	pronoun 
	+
	verb-to-be 
	+
	adjective 1
	+
	adjective 2
	+
	adjective 3

	
	
	(“It”)
	
	(“is”)
	
	(“soft”)
	
	(“milky”)
	
	(“sweet”)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Line 3:
	adjective 1
	+
	conjunction 
	+
	adjective 2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(“Delicious”)
	
	(“and”)
	
	(“wonderful”)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Line 4:
	adverb 
	+
	adjective
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(“Simply”)
	
	(“irresistible”)
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Catering for Learner Diversity
For less advanced students:

Instead of producing four lines for the poem, students may be asked to write only two, following a simpler grammatical pattern:

“Ice-cream is cold”      (noun + verb-to-be + adjective)

“Soft, milky and sweet”    (adjective 1 + adjective 2 + conjunction + adjective 3)
If necessary, provide a suggested list of topics for students to choose from, e.g.

· Food (e.g. pizza, chocolates)

· Drinks (e.g. cola, coffee)

· Flowers (e.g. rose, daisy)

· Movies (e.g. Harry Potter, High School Musical)

· My school

· English lessons




	For more advanced students:

Students who need challenge will be required to add two or three lines of their own to the poem. For example:
Ice-cream is cold.

It is soft, milky, sweet,

Delicious and wonderful.

Simply irresistible!

But it tastes terrible

When mixed with offal.
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